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MAKE-AND-PLAY'KITS 
' FROM MONOGRAM! 


ca _ The Animal! An unstoppable 4 x 4 pickup and you build it 


yourself. Snap together The Animal™ and you have more than 
| model kit, you have a 4 x 4 that really plays rough. Hidden 
: Claws appear from all four wheels as you propel The Animal™ 
over the most grueling obstacles. The tough plastic body stands 
». Up to crashes, falls, bumps and bounces. Take a ride on the |... : 
: \e wild side with Make-and-Play Kits from Monogram. . ‘ 22% 


: 7 ben ye . ie E 4 
‘ AVS pict ai het Two models to 
pete ae ne choose from 
v 4 vi ae ON RAM 3 z Power Pickup and 
at) Srp eae E Angry ATV. 


Not motorized. 


THE ANIMAL is a trademark of Lewis Galoob Toys, Inc 


DESIGNED FOR DETAIL. © 1984 Lewis Galoob Toys, Inc. All rights reserved 
BUILT FOR FUN!” ©: 1985 Monogram Models. All Rights Reserved 


I SAID VEST ME, KK 

OF A NUMBER BETWEEN OVE 

AND OWE HLIVERED AID yo 
SIXTY-FOUR, 


CETS SEE... 
“HER EVES WERE 


UHH... WAIT A MINUTE... DON'T GET | 
THIS, IS THIS, LIKE , SOME SORT OF 
PARTY PIECE OR WHAT 7 


CMON... JUST q 
D\ ASK ME A WUNBER, 


7” OHH...WHAT THE 
U HELL, Ove HUNDRED) 
HIRT 710. le 


AHHH! ONE THIRTY-TWO! WY, 
y/ r" 


"WE HAD BEALTIFUL 
BEAUTIFUL BLUE EVES, I 
WEAN, JUST PERFECT, 
LIKE THE SKY, CKE THE 
EO OF BLUE OU OLY 
GET/V PAINTINGS... 


"I EAN, HOW CAN THEY 
CALL (ME CALLOUS?” 
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BIG TIME 


Sweet little Sugar Babies 
or abig Sugar Daddy, you 
can’t beat that creamy 
caramelsensation. 
Or, reach for 
Charleston Chew 
inthree great 
flavors—vanilla, 
chocolate or 
strawberry. You 
can freeze and 
crack ’em or just 
unwrap ’em. 


Get these big, jong tasting Nabisco candies and get agreat dealona 


igital watch. A $5.00 value for just $2.50. 


1. Indicate the color and number of 
watch(es) you want and print your 
name, address and zip code in the 
space provided. 

2. For each watch ordered, HH 
include six (6) UPC symbols 
from any one ounce or larger sizes 
of Charleston Chew, Sugar Daddy 
or Sugar Babies. 

3. Include a check or money order for 
$2.50 (for each additional watch 
add $2.50) made out to, “Nabisco 
Big Time Watch Offer,” and mail to: 

Nabisco Big Time 
Watch Offer 


P.O. Box [DC]-2930 
Young America, MN 55399 


OFFICIAL ORDER FORM 


Here’s how to get your BIG TIME blue or yellow 5-Function digital watch. 


Name. 
Address. 


City. 


State, Zip. 


Blue (How many) Yellow (How many) 


Amount enclosed $ 
‘This official order form must be used and neither it nor the required UPC syinbois may be 
reproduced: Otfer good oniy in U.S.A. Void 
where prohibited, taxed or otherwise NABISCO 
restricted by law. Allow 6-8 weeks for 

diver. OFFER EXPIRES March 31,1986 BRAY 

‘or while supplies last. 


THAT'S, UH, THAT'S 
VERY THONGATFUL OF 
YOU. I'M JUST GLAD 
MY HAIR'S THIS COLOR 
ALREADY. 


SO YOU'RE FINALLY SICK 
OF THE SUPERCILIOUS 
ENGLISH CREEP/ YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO PUT UP WITH BEING 
HUNTE? AROUNE ANDO 
WAMPLCATED ANYMORE, 


EY, LOOK, TM SORRY, 

ALEC. L JUST WASN'T AREIRED. 
LISTEN , PERHAPS JWEXT TIME, IF 
YOU LET ME KNOW You'RE 


1 MEAN , IT’S NOT 
, THE END OF THE 
COME ON, MATE, 7 WORD... 
SNAP O%/T OF IT, THERE'S ae Bs 
NO. POINT SULKING. , CONSTANTINE, THIS 

: IS ALL A COKE TO YOU, 
/ ALL RIGHT, SO a ISN'T IT? DON'T YOU 
U/ THERE'S AN APOCALYE \ 
A GOING ON OUTSIDE. 


THIS CRISIS BUSINESS. 
IT'S WHAT COMES 
AFTER THAT YOU 


SHOULD BE WORRYING 


SWAMP THING, THE WHOLE, SITUATION BY 
ACTUALLY. YES... NOW, THEY’RE BOUND TO 
HE'S QUITE HAVE WO7ICED HIM. 
CRUCIAL, BUT 
I THINK LLL THERE'S NO NEED TO. SEND 
HIM LOOKING FOR TROUBLE, 


TROUBLE WILL BE LOOKING 
FoR Am. 


NT ee a 


CONTINUED ON ZN2 PAGE FOLLOWING 


WE'RE NOT SURE 
WHAT'S CAKGING 
THE DISTURBANCE, 
BUT IT'S IN THE 
BEST FOSSIBLE 
HANGS. IN THE 


mz Y — . Fo Hd ety 
" \) f 2 ‘ 
YieNow, FELLA, VA ee DRINKIN’ ON AN 
> LUCKY YOU : \ EMPTY STMMICK, 
AN’ ME MET GF aN See eee 
IME... 


NUMMER Io / 
WINE 'Y=BEWEN.- _/ 


HUM? NO...NO,T MEAN MY 
HOUSE, MY HOUSE \S NINE 'Y-GEVEN... 


HEY, ARE WE GOING THE AVGHT” 
WAY? I DON'T RECOGNIZE... 


DON'T WORRY, ITS A 
GHORT CUT, WE'LL HAVE 
YOU HOME BY 7WELVE,.. 


LI AWEW THE BOGEYAN. 
THE BOSEYMAN. KNEW HIM 
FPERSOWALLY. 


ELVIRA’ 


MISTRESS 
OF THE DARK. 


T-SHIRT 


Turn on your friends 
and yourself with Elvira, 
the Hottest Hostess of Macabre! 


Keep Elvira close to your 
heart with this full-color 
t-shirt and enjoy a 
howling good time! 


TO: SCA, 715 Harrison St., San Francisco, CA 94107 \ 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP 


Mens T's at $9.00 ea. S M L XL 
Boys T’sat $7.00e0. SML 


Postage & Handling _ $2.00 


TOTAL 2 


Check or Money Order. Circle size desired on shirts 
ordered. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 


Sasi coins: inant tain,‘ teas ene Gesu @nineein, ies 


_— . ov o - 7 EN SS Se Cee Se ee ee 


" HE PRETENDED TO BE OR SCHOOL JANITOR, BACK WHEN E VIRS IN TRU? GRARE, BUT Z KNEW, SEE? Z KNEW 


1F YOU RAV : 
IN THE HALLWAY, FUNNY SORT 
HE'D GRAB THE OF PAIN. MADE 


"WE BROUGHT COPEE 
70 SCHOOL, INA FLASK, 
1 STALE A GLASS 
TEST TUBE FROM THE 

SCIENCE KOON ANP 

GROUND (7 U1? WT 

A MORTAR AND PESTCE. 

7 WAS EASY. 


"HE WAS WOMBER CWE, 


NOBODY SUSPECTED ME. 
THE BOSEYMAN WAS GONE, 
HE COULDN'T SCARE 

ME ANYMORE. 


PRETTY SOOW, T 

LEFT A VACANCY, PS BOGEN. 

1 Z DIDN'T FILL IT, SOMEBODY 
ELSE WOULD! 


"WE WENT UP 70 THE GRAVEL PITS 
TOGETHER. HER EVES COOKED LiKE 


HEY, LEAVE OFF 
WITH ALL THE MUNBERS, 
HUH? T AIN'T FEELIN’ 


gf “Abs 
AAR 


“T GO THROUGH HIE WALLET, 
NOBBOY PINS ME ANY WABES 
FOR OOINS TRUS JOB, SOL COMET 
A SORT OF BOGEYNAN TAX, 


x 
ey 
ay 
= 
a 
A 
. 


CONTINUED ON 32 PAGE FOLLOWING. 


DC presents a one-of-a-kind collaboration between 
George Perez, Marshall Rogers, Jose Luis Garcia- 
Lopez, Keith Giffen, Paris Cullins and other DC 
superstars in a giant poster wall calendar for 1986! 
Featuring original artwork done by the artists most 
famous for their interpretations of these characters::- 
THE TEEN TITANS* by Perez, BATMAN” by Rogers-and 
AMBUSH BUG* by Giffen. Full process coloring:anda 
giant 28" by 41” format make this poster calendara truly 
magnificent way to. know what day itis, all through1986. For 
only $2.95 this poster.is the perfect gift for everyone 
on your Christmas'list! 


4) Please send me copies of the 1986 DC WALL 


CALENDAR POSTER, at $2.95 each. Please add $1.00 
postage and handling for each poster ordered. If mailed outside 
the U.S.A., send $4.95 per poster which includes postage and 
handling. My check or money order (in U.S. Funds) for$__ 
is enclosed. Please send poster to: (print legibly) 


STATE, ZIP 

Make checks payable to DC Comics Inc. 

Mail this coupon TODAY to: 1986 WALL CALENDAR POSTER/ 

PO. Box 5000-KR/ Ridgefield, 'NJ07657. This offer good until 12/31/85 or 
while supplies last! Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


“indicates Trademark of DC Comics inc., © 1985 


e Amazing day and night effects 
© Use separately or join to make one large scene 
e Each measures 14° x 14’ in size 
¢ Recharges over and over 
@ Place in any room, turn out the lights 
and watch them Glow! 
PLUS FREE... with every poster offer 
you will receive one package of Neon Lace ™ the 
rechargeable, Glow-in-the-Dark, shoe lace. 


Quantity 


= 
sis 


’ i TOTAL = _ 
__ (PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER) _ 


Total 


"GOSEWNAN NIGHT, i BOGEYMAN. JUST THE WORD HAS 
A KINO OF RLIRA AROUND IT. 
lypcmneeR 


Ns "UT WAS JRAST AN UAPULSE, AS 1 "Z CANT UNCERSTAND WHY 


A Sore 


THEN, WHEN I 


“THAT'S A 
COINCIDENCE, 


gy) ie Se MeN 
y 9 SOMETHING, ASK ANYBODY 1V 
MY LINE OF WORK, 


1 “WELL, NOT EXACTLY MY LINE OF 
WORK, T MEAN, THERES ONLY 
Sy OWE BOGEYMAN , RIGHT? 


"2 OUST NERN PEOPLE WHO LIME 


Z KNOW GUNS CME THOT ALL HER THE COUNTRY, 
THEY OVE RU STATE 72 STATE, (MEETINGS UP 
OCCASIONALLY, TRAINS STORIES... 


" 7008 TRAGEDY 4S, 19'S THE LOSERS WwO TF 
ANAKE THE HEADLINES. CHARLIE MANSON, fi 
SIND SPECK, SONG SNM 


"Z LOOK BACK, 
ANO THERE [7 |S, 
AGAINST THE 
MOONLIGHT. NOT A 
BEAR. A NAN, A BIG 
MAN, 


“MAYBE A CAJUN? 
GCORPUNN COONAES. 


/ i BID." 
"WE MUST BE BEHIND (NE SOIMEPLACE. CHAY: 
AY, LLL WAT OPHERE, 
CASUN BEFORE. 


PAGE FOLLOWING 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


PENNSYLVANIA AND MEW JERSEY COMIC STORES 


JOIN THE 
NINJA SOCIETY! 


AT LAST! A club for true Ninja fans. 

Learn fighting secrets. Weapons. 

Invisibility. Mind Power. For complete 
. details and free Ninja sticker, send 
¥: $1to: Ninja Society « Dept. 
Bay _156 Fifth Avenue © NY, NY 10010 


FREE MARVEL & D.C. LIST 
Send self-addressed stamped envelope 


or $1.00 for GRAND 800K Ne 


Giant New 59-0 GRAND 
Catalog To: BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11211 


DYNAMIC-TENSION 
starts giving results you can 
feel and your friends will 
Notice. Big, useful muscles: 
Gain weight, if needed. Lose 
“pot belly” Send name and 
address for FREE inforntation. 
CHARLES ATLAS®, P.0. Box D, 81% 
Madison Sq. Sta., New York, NV 101598 


3 MIL COMIC BAGS 
$5.25 per 100 bags. 
include 25¢ for catalog 
EMPIRE COMICS 
572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14616 


dokes and Gags 


Shock your friends with the greatest in gags 
Send $1.00 for super catalog 
JoJo Deutch 
Box 508 © Glenwood Landing, NY 11547 


“Surprise 
g_Package 
5 


i 
t 
= 
c 


Any 4 s 
B25 Phony [1] Any5-$3.95 [Fly 
Parking Tickets |Add $1.00 Post,|Trap 


HOW TO ORDER: Cut out ad Clearly check of 
items you want. Smallest order is 2 items plu: 
tage. You must add $1.00 postage an 
dling. Money back guarantee. Free. catal 
Johnson Smith Co., Dept. 3309 
Mt. Clemens, \ 
as a 


$3.00 catalog value when, requesting for my 
discount worldwide approvals 

STAMP DISCOUNTER 
Box 33186 


2465 South Broad St. 
Trenton, NJ tll 


Youth: S 8-10, M 12-14, 


Baltimore, Md. 21218 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


COMIC RELIEF 

106 Clifton Ave. 
Lakewood, NJ 08701 
(201) 363-3899 


THUNDER ae comics 
420 High St 


Burlington City, NU 08016} 


Levittown, PA 19056 
(215) 757-7494 


(609) 392-8006 


STAR ROCKS 


/ REAL METEORS! From the moon or 
passing comets? Studied a WASA. Struck 
earth at 25,000 mph over. 750,000 years 
ago. AWESOME! Fact book, Saline 
certificate and viewing case i 

Meteor Send $5.00 for 1, $9.00 for 2. (we pay- 

1S ong shipping). 

(Blac) Hew lons,16 Miraflores Ave. 

1-368 


World 
#5, San Ratael, CA 9490" 
COMIC LIST +14 


F 
SEND A SELF ADDRESSED R 
STAMPED RETURN ENVELOPE TO E 
COMIC SALES COMPANY E 
BOX C 352- BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11211 


Be the 1st to have a 
Halley's Comet T-Shirt. 
Neon-Bright colors on a 
black T-shirt. 


L 16-18 the 


Adult: S 34-36, M 38-40, plus $1.06 


L 42-44, XL 46-48 postege 
Also Official Comet Stickers 
that will brighten up your 
lunch pail, notebook, .wail, mirror or 
anything. 5 for $1.95 plus ‘a5¢ postage 
Send to: Screen Systems Outlet 
P.O. Box 2615 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
Allow 4-6 wks delivery. 


mm HIGH SCHOOL me 


The American Schoo! has been H 
ping Its FINISH HIGH SCHOOL § 
eAT HOME in sparetime, by correspon- 
dence for almost 80 y . DIPLOMA ! 
§ AWARDED ... see if we can help you. 
t American School, Dept. 21210 
{| 850 East 58th St Chicago, IL 60637 
Name. 
Addre: 
City/Stat 8 
ne et 
@ NO FINANCE CHARGES #222 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising 
355 LEXINGTON AVE.. N.Y. N.Y. 10017 


Representatives, Inc. 


WHAT IS NINJA? 


You can be told these deadly tech- 
niques!!! Ultimate in Self Detensa!! $1 


Send 35¢ for comics selling list 
and FREE protective comic bag, 
4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 
Or visit our store 


SUPER ROBOTS! Transforming Robots from 
Japan Iilust. Catalog $2.00 to Twilite Inc. P.O. Box 
4138, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 


MISSED AN fk mpeg 


We probably have 
ole aren et 


our sling pig fe: DAVE'S COMICS 
: one 23226 


IF FREE! MARSHALL ARTS CATALOG. SAI, F 
IR Boken, Headbands, Nunchaku, Knives, 


Throwing Stars & Darts - FREE GIFTS! 
* SEND 4 22¢ STAMPS FOR POSTAGE @ 
SAI, 2607 Hennepin #402, Mpis., MN 55408 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send 75¢ to: 


CENTORCOMICS 
122 E. 42 St.eNew York, NY 10168 
A division of Centermedia inc. 


MICRO BUGS 
bugging 


MICROCOM TECHNOLOGY 
Dept. Le P.O. Box 347341 


2 Mile Range Cleveland. OH 44134 


ODD ITEMS: Genuine Shark Tooth on neckchain, 
$4.00. Genuine Flint Arrowheads, $2.00 each. All 


items postpaid. C&CSales 
P.O. Box 1152, Allen, Texas 75002 


WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 
American Heart Association 


yf "4S HAND. CEL. I 
“Gor Min! 2 6OT Hun! BR CLT OFF HKS HAND. 
Z MUST HAVE... 


"AWN, NO, GOT NY PRIS, 17'S WET, CUT IT OFF, IM 
HURTING AIKGELF, waar a2, (7, RUN, TST RUN, THERES 


" TURN, RUM. ANOTHER FRTH, AIVOTHER 
TRAIL, ANOTHER... 


"WO. THIS 1S ALL. WRONG, THIS DOESN'T 
HAPPEN 70 NE, 7HAT’S UNDERSTOOD, IT 
GOES WITH MY JOB, UNLESS... 


: 4 al } 


AW 70. AW; Hey, NOT 7S Yi 
WAY, NOT (MLB... 


I MEAN, LISTEN, 
1 CAN 7AKE IT, 


HEY... HEY, L/67EVZ 
DO YOU KNOW WHO T 


AM? T KILLED OWE (om " “ 
HUNCRED AND. SIXTY ? bbe 7, “LISTEN: .YOU TELL 'EM, 
IGHT 7 YOU TELL 'EM WHO 


FUE PEOPLE! \ 4 
3 1 WAS AND WHAT IL 207 


WAIT A‘MINUTE... 
T Don'T 
THAT DEPENZS. WHO UNCERSTIANE, 
WOULD YOU UKE TO TALK WHERE... 
TO FIRST? YOU CAN 
DECIDE. 


Just : "UNV THE DARKNESS, SOMEBOOY TAKES 
THINK OF A HOLD OF THE HOT HHIR AT HY TEMPLE 

NUMBER, ANO BEGINS JO TUG, Z TRY 72 SCREAM, 
BUT NY LUNGS ARE PULLED WITH MUD, 


YZ 
STRUCTURE... THAT HAS MEANING:.. 
OW THE MADNESS 777 CHRIS... 
WITHIN JAS CONTINENT... WITHIN 


2 KWOW.,. THAT THERE (NUST BE AV ANSWER... A LUGHT 
UV THE BLACKNESS... BUT I DON'T KWON... (FI CAN 
FINO [7:.. GV /UY ON. 


LEONTINUED ON 25° PAGE FOLLOWING. 


In this crazy world we all 
need a friend like... 


a Coming in October. 
¥, DC.We've made comics fun again. 


OC Conwes inc © 1905 


HELLO, MRS. CABLE. 
IN WELL 7 


KEEPI 


LISTEN, TELL YOUR 
BOYFRIEND TO BE IN. 
SAN MIGUEL, 
CAUFORNIA, A WEEK 


Dear Alan, Steve, and John, 

One man’s life is another man's 
fiightmare. That, more than anything 
alse, seamed to be the theme of the two- 
part vampire story in SWAMP THING #’s 
38 and 39. In both “Still Waters" (ish 38) 
and “Fish Story” (ish 39), you portray a 
horrible, deadly menace to mankind, 
one which is born in our deepest night- 
mares. You show how frightening and 
sinister the vampires of Rosewood are, 
how bloodthirsty and merciless they 
are. On page 5, you show the newly 
converted child vampire, Nicky, as he 
sucks the blood from a rat and tells his 
friend “Children are best. There's no fat 
oF nicotine or poison in their biood ... 
animals are pretty good, but children ... 
are caviar.” You show the repulsive 
monster the vampires give birth to, and 
how it slaughters two men without 
batting an eyelash. You make us watch 
@s these monsters attack innocent 
people, and carry out their bizarre rituals 
and threaten an entire town ... arid yet, 
you also make us feel a weird sympathy 
for them. 

The vampires are horrible and deadiy, 
and yet, through your excellent 
narrative, Alan, you heip us to see their 
side of the story as well. For example, at 
the very beginning of the story, you have 
scenes from both the vampire town and 
the human town they threaten, and 
Swamp Thing’s dialogue overlapping 
them both. The inhabitants of both 
towns want only to live in a safe neigh- 
borhood, where they are “Safe ... to live 
and worship as they choose ... Safe to 
faise their children...” As far apart as 
the two might seem, they really aren't 
that different; they are merely opposed 
by ‘nature, set against one another by 
biological circumstances. The vampires 
aren’t really “evil,” ‘any more than a 

" shark or a lion ora rator a germ is “evil.” 
They are evil because they are 
Predators, just as man himself is a 
predator; | guess that to cows and pigs 
and chickens, we are the most evil 
beings in the universe. This is an inter- 
esting and very true definition of evii— 
anything which threatens man. Perhaps 
there is no overwhelming, sinister, 
Supernatural evil force; maybe evil is 
simply the difference between the 
Predator and the prey (though you 
apparently have some kind of evil power 

building up in “American Gothic” right 
now). An interesting thought, Mr. 
Moore, in an exciting, frightening, and 
well-written story. Thank you. 

The entire story in #39 was very good, 
im fact. As i have already mentioned, ! 


enjoyed the overlapping narrative, and 
how it showed both sides of the 
human/vampire conflict. The scene 
where the monster is born in the sunken 
stadium was one of the better ones in 
the issue. The way ail the “children” 
attacked each other until only the 
strongest survived was well done, sort 
of an accelerated, monstrous “evolu- 
tion.” 

§ loved the scene on page 18, where 
Swamp Thing merges with the earth to 
flood the vampire town. | really like the 
way you've expanded his abilities, 
giving him such powers as the ability to 
regenerate his body, and to merge with 
large groups of plants. it makes hima lot 
more exciting and interesting, without 
making him omnipotent (@ ia Super- 
man). 

Constantine is great! You've only 
shown us @ little of him, and already | 
feel he is one of the greatest comic char- 
acters in years. I like his appearance, his 
aura of mystery, and his bizarre sense of 
humor. That line on the lest page wes 
great, where he tells the corpses 
sprawled under a Bus Stop sign, “Don't 
worry ... there'll be three showing up at 
ence in a couple of minutes.” John Con- 
stantine is fabulous, and | hope he's 
around for many issues to come. 

All in all, a fine issue. The story was 
excellent, and the art of Steve and John 
was eerie and beautiful as ever. Keep it 
up. 


Good insight imo “Still Waters” and 
“Fish Story.” Robert. Perhaps, it'll be of 
some help to the following confused 


soul, but judging from his nickname, I'm 


not betting on it. 


eeaee 


Dear Swampers, 
{ went to grade school. 
{ went to Junior High School. 
i went to High School. 
§ have completed college. 
1 am fairly intelligent. 
Why can’t | follow the story in 


SWAMP THING #39? 
Mike “Madman” Zytka 
RR #2, Box 247 
Toledo, iL 62468 
ones 
Dear Karen, 


Alan Moore has done it again! 


OC Comics inc. 

666 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10703 

Jenette Kahn, President and Publisher 


Karen Berger, Editor 
Tom Condon, Managing Editor 


Pat Bastienne, Editorial Coordinator 
Bob Rozakis, Production Manager 


Paul Levitz, Executive Vice President 


Joe Orlando, Vice Pres.-Creative Director 
Ed Shukin, Viee Pres.-Citeulation 

Bruce Bristow, Marketing Director 
Patrick Caldon, Controlier 


SWAMP THING #38 was simply incredi- 
ble. The “Vampirism as a Virus” idea 
has been previously postulated (in 
Richard Matheson’s classic novel / Am 
Legend, for instance), but it has never 
been used 80 effectively. | have one 
small quibble, but it can wait. 

And now, on to the art. John Totleben 
is the heart and soul of this book. | miss 
Steve Bissatte, but Rick Veitch and Stan 
Woch did admirable fill-in jobs, and 
John’s inks brought it all up to snuff. 

Back to my quibble. If the virus that 


* causes vampirism is indeed anaerobic, 


then any oxygen entering the body of a 
vampire would cause death. The stan- 
dard weapon, the wooden stake, does 
not kill because it is wooden, or because 
it hits the heart, but because it lets 
oxygen into the body. in Matheson's 
novel, the vampire hunter eventually 
realizes that all he need do is cut the 
vampires open, thus letting in oxygen, 
and, in turn, killing the vampire. Alan 
held up this theory in the tastefully 
handled mating scene, wherein opened 
bodies admit oxygen from the water, 
and death follows. If this theory is to 
remain constant, then the vampires 
who, on page 14 “with nails like pearl 
switchblades (they) open (their) palms,” 
80 that the one they call “The Mother” 
can feed, should die. The oxygen-bear- 
ing water should enter their bodies, kill- 
ing them. Also, to take the theory one 
step further, should not the ingesting of 
their victims’ oxygenated blood also kill 
them? 

{ realize that this inconsistency may 
be a minor one, but it irks to'see such @ 
possible anomaly in such a finely 
Produced book. 

Chris Tanis 


8 Harvard Rd. 

Parlin, NJ 08859 

A vampire’s death is not caused es 
simply as oxygen entering any part of 
the body, Chris. Only if a vital organ is 
exposed to oxygen then death willoccur 
flike the stake through the heart), for we 
theorize that even by vampiric stan- 


sarily in human terms. We also see the 
anaerobic vampiric virus sealing off the 
main cavity, the trunk of the body, so an 
airless, oxygenless environment can be 
maintained. Thus, the oxygen entering 
through the opening in the hand would 
not be able to enter the central section of 
the body. As for ingesting oxygenated 
blood, we postulate that vampires drink 
just from the veins, which carry only 
deoxygenated blood. 


Dear Alan et: al., 

* Even though | have been watching the 
-meteoric rise in quality of SWAMP 
THING since you took over, the script- 
ing:on issue 39 literally demanded that! 
write. Each sentence showed the horror 
that radiated out of the story. The most 
‘hortifying line in the story was very 
understated. Simply, “I think the 
children have hurteach other.” This line 
juxtaposed with the baby-vampire birth 
scene brought home the horror of Rose- 
wood. Another particularly satisfying 
scene was when Swampy begins to flex 
his muscles and shrug his shoulders. 
The art showing Swampy’s face and 
hands as a mountain was just unbeliev- 
able. | only have one last statement. if 


Alan Moore is also working for 
“...them..."" | think we're ail in a lot of 
trouble. 
Shiveringly. 
Rick Jones 
121 S.W. 13th St. 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
poses 
Dear Karen, 


want to comment on #38 and #339. I'll 
give the story a 64. | can't accept the 
notion that vampires sire fish monster 
kids, sorry. What saved this story was no 
doubt just Swamp Thing himself. The 
way he manifested his powers is 
nothing short of spectacular. He seems 
more like a plant than ever before. 

! thought the scariest thing in the 
story was Nicky. The only victim | felt 
sorry for was Mr. Shapiro. He seemed 
scared, but who wouldn’t be? | thought 
he was a nice guy. Mts. Shapiro was 
overbearing. | didn’t care about Mr. 
Osgood at all. For death to be horrible in 
a scary comic you should care about the 
victims. 

i thought what Swampy did was really 
neat. That saved the story! Becoming a 
mountain and bursting—! mean wow! 

Constantine is a real trip. in the bar 
scene in #38, he didn’t even act his 
usual calm, calculating self. He seemed 
almost’ childlike besides being psy- 
chotic. He sure acts a lot different than 
around Swampy. He definitely is a good 
mystery man. 

t wish | could. give #39 more than a 
612, but. if you're gonna do a vampire 
comic, don’t ruin the mythos by doing 
vampires, with fish kids because it 
doesn't make sense! Atleast | can’t 
complain about the art, which was great. 

Sincerely, 

David Coates 

734 Center St. 

Bloomsburg, PA 17815 

We had a few negative reactions to the 

“plausibility of the “vampire” fish kids, 

- David, and though we understand the 

objectionable comments, we don’t think 

‘that we've undermined the vampire 
mythos—just expanded on it. 
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Deer Alan, Steve, and John, 
You cértainly know exactly what 
weird things bring fear to people. You 


use a lot of bugs ... disgusting bugs ... 
everyone fears them, and now with the 
past couple of issues of SWAMP THING, 
you're using water. There's a certain 
genuine fear of the things that come 
from way down below. These things are 
pretty much unknown, and the deeper 
you go, the darker the water gets, the 
scarier we imagine these things. Issues 
#38 and 39 showed us perhaps what it 
is we fear. Alan’s colorful writing can 
make even children playing in the lake 
an eerie experience. The more | read of 
Alan’s work, the more impressed | 
become. | do think that you should just 
continue beefing up the intrigue that 
you've been working on for so many 
months now, and maybe tone down & 
speck or two on the visible bloodshed. 
Comic book violence does not offend me 
in the least bit. | pick up a comic expect- 
ing and knowing I'm reading fantasy. 
Too many people these days are either 
too naive, or too bitchy, by attacking 
comics as a form of graphic, offensive, 
corrupting violence. I say if you can'tsee 
a differance in comic violence and the 
teal thing, you might want to see a good 
doctor. But violence is such common 
stuff in today’s society, in television, 
motion pictures, and comics, it really 
isn’t too shocking anymore to see 
someone actually being gutted or bitten 
by a monstrous creature from a lakebed. 
in issue #39, for example, Nicky’s kill- 
ing off his mother was a startling piece 
of horror ... the subsequent killing of the 
two men in consecutive panels was 
actually needless, and to me at least, 
took from the impact of Nicky's horren- 
dous deed. Swamp Thing is a place for 
mystery, chaos, absorbing horror ... 
cheap blood splattering is stuff for lesser 
books, and lesser companies. The 
masters of great mystery, such as Alfred 
Hitchcock and Rod Serling, scated 
viewers many times by simply insinu- 
ating the atrocities that were occurring 
on the screen. Hitchcock's famous 
shower sequence from Psycho remains 
as much remembered horror because 
you knew exactly what was happening 
without actually watching Janet Leigh 
being slashed. People that go for all the 
inane chopping and hacking up in the 
countless contemporary cut-up movies 
really are not witnessing anything more 
than cheap “thrills” and an abundance 
of red dye. In short, Alan, | believe you 
are to comics what Hitchcock and 
Serling were to film ....your writing itself 
grips people without the need of actually 
witnessing a few murders. | hope you 
don’t interpret this letter as an attack on 
violence in SWAMP THING; if anything, 
it’s a statement on how current society 
views what horror should and should 
not do. SWAMP THING is very well- 
done horror. 
Mark Waldman 
9639 Amigo Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91324 
i'm all with you when it comes to defin- 
ing good, effective horror, Mark. And, 
yes, Steve and John are known to get & 
bit carried away when it comes to 
depicting all that bloodshed, but 
generally, we all tend to favor the off- 


panel use-your-imagination approach 
when the subject matter gets a little too 
graphic. 
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Dear Plant Lovers, 

After reading SWAMP THING #'s 38 
& 39, can safely say that 4 for one, will 
be keeping a safe distance from all large, 
inland bodies of water for quite some 
time. I mean, really, Alan! Where do you 
get off scaring the daylights out of us 
humble readers? And you know the 
worst part? I really enjoy it. ilove coming 
home every month and getting shivers 
up my spine as | read the newest issue of 
SWAMP THING. It can truly be terrify- 
ing at times. | just hope no little kids read 
ST #39. They'll be having nightmares for 
weeks! 

There are other things besides the 
horror that made ST #39 especially 
good, however. Such as Swamp Thing’s 
learning of instant growth. The ability of 
fast regeneration into a new body will be 
vet'y useful in many cases. Fot exarnple, 
Swampy has to be in Kennescook, 
Maine, in two weeks at the end of ST 
#39. If he could still regrow only as fast 
as the first time he did it, then he would 
have no time to go visit Abby! This way 
he can spend a whole two waeks with 
her. | find this important because | am 
very much for Swampy and Abby’s 
relationship. 

The art was another benefactor for 
the issue. It was great to have Bissette 
back on the job. He and Totleben are the 
best artists that Swampy has ever had. 

As everyone knows (or should know), 
Alan Moore’s writing is the bestthingto . 
cofne into SWAMP THING since Swam- 
py himself. Who else would take Swam- 
py and change him into a whole darn 
mountainside? Man, did that shock me! 
Swampy is becoming one of the more 
powerful DC characters with every 
issue, Please, Alan—never leave 
SWAMP THING. After your stories, it 
would just be boring if someone else 
were to write it. 

Keep on printing these fantestic 
issues and you can bet I'll keep buying 
my share every month. 

From a fan who's 
rooted to his chair, 
Etic Bosshart 

1047 Everglades Dr. 
Pacifica, CA 94044 


NEXT: A ghost story of extreme propor- 
tions as Swamp Thing winds up in @ 
haunted house beyond belief! See you 
then—Karen 


BONUS! 
For a limited time only, this 
Offer entitles you to receive a 
free copy of FIFTY WHO MADE 
DC GREAT, the special 
anniversary book that 
celebrates and documents 
the fifty-year history of DC 
Comics. 

A handsome collector's 
volume, FIFFY WHO MADE DC 
GREAT retails for $2.95 and 
includes reproductions of 
milestone covers in addition 
to the fifty profiles of DC 
greats: Jerry Siegel and Joe 
Shuster, Denny O'Neil and Neal 
Adams, Marv Wolfman and 
George Perez, Frank Miller, 
and many more. 

Only 500 copies are available 
through this limited offer. 
Send your order today to be 
sure of getting your FREE copy. 
To qualify for my free copy of FIFTY 
‘WHO MADE DC GREAT, | am ordering 
one or more subscriptions at only 
$9.00 apiece. Please send me a 12 


issue subscription to each title 
checked below. 


Bon’tiet FIFTY YEARS pass you by! OO BATMAN 
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